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Through the Veil

R.-.E.-. Charles Victory passed through the veil on Saturday March 13", We can think of very few men that will be as

deeply missed as Charlie. Pease keep his family in your prayers.

R.-.E.-.Wayne E. Carrington, Sr. has laid down the working tools of life. He passed to that house not made with hands,
eternal in the Heavens on Sunday, March 21%. His family was at his side. In lieu of flowers the family requests that
donations be made to either to The Masonic Medical Research Laboratory, 2150 Bleecker Street, Utica, New York 1350
or to The Elm Park Methodist Church. Cards may be sent to Dorothy at: One Brigham Drive in Oneonta, NY 13820

Sick Bay

M.-.W...Calvin G. Bond, Past Grand Master, Grand Lecturer Emeritus and Grand High Priest 1979 is now residing at the
Seneca Nursing Home. He is doing very well and is comfortable in his new home. He has good days and some that are
not so good, but we can cheer him up by sending cards to him. Please keep him in your prayers.

His mailing address is: Mr. Calvin G. Bond, Room 307B, 20 Manor Drive, Oswego, NY 13126.

Our Grand King, R.-.E.-. Kenneth Fischer has suffered a bit of a setback. He has pneumonia and is back in the
hospital. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers. His family has requested that there be no phone cal Is or
emails for the present time.

His wife, Marion is asking all to honor their request. He will be able to heal and return to good health faster if he is

allowed to rest and work on his recovery. As always, Marion thanks all for their kind thoughts and prayers.
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Brother Fess Parker Born : Aug 16, 1924 Died : March 18, 2010

We lost another very prominent Brother today who, in real life and in his movie and TV roles, evoked many of the
attributes of a just and upright Mason. Brother Parker was a member of Mount Olive Lodge No.586 in California.

Bro. Fess Parker died peacefully at the of age 85, after a very successful career in Hollywood with movies as
diverse as "Old Yeller" and "Them" spanning from 1951 to the 1970's. His interests were also varied, from real estate and
resorts and his own award-winning "Fess Parker Winery".

His most famous role of course was as “Davy Crockett”. Many of you may even have treasured your Coonskin
caps or may even have played with a replica of his rifle, 'Ol Betsy' or taken your lunch to school in your very own Davy
Crockett lunch box. He later starred in the "Daniel Boone" TV series. He even sang a version of the title song "The Ballad
of Davy Crockett" which got to number 4 in the charts of the time.

Enlisting in the USMC late in WWII with hopes of becoming a pilot, his height kept him with other duty. After the
war he was a good athlete at the University of Texas, graduating with a degree in History. The guitar-playing 6'6"
gentleman with the southern accent caught the eye of Walt Disney and the rest was history. Incidentally Fess Parker was
his actual given name.

Some interesting Masonic notes: Bro. Parker portrayed Bro. Crockett and Bro. Boone, co-starring with Bro. Buddy
Ebsen in the former as his sidekick. He also was in a western with Bro. Gene Autry & co-starred in "Island in the Sky"
with Bro. John Wayne, the only other actor to portray Bro. Crockett in a movie. And of course Walt Disney & Buddy Ebsen
were both Sr. DeMolay’s.

Bro. Parker had just celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary and leaves a widow, son, daughter & grandchildren.

As people comment at work or at some social gathering about his passing, we can proudly say,

“Yes! ...Fess Parker was a fraternity Brother of mine!”

Information gathered from various internet sources.




Grand High Priest Visits the Grand Chapter of Delaware

On March 12-13, M.-.E.-. Williamson and Lady Carla had the pleasure of traveling to the Grand Chapter of
Delaware to represent the Grand Chapter State of New York RAM.

The event was held at the Doubletree Hotel in beautiful downtown Wilmington Delaware. The event was a
combined York Rite Annual Convention with all three bodies meeting over three consecutive days - Commandery, Council
and Chapter in that order.

The Grand Banquet was held on Friday evening at 7:00 PM with M.-.E.-. James A. Herrington presiding as Master
of Ceremony for the ceremonies. The York Rite National bodies each presented their respective awards and the Grand
Master of Masons of Delaware concluded the evening with his brevities. Amazingly, the banquet concluded at 8:50 PM!

We presented a plaque which contained our freshly printed Royal Arch Seals to M.-.E.-. Robert A. Benson, the
newly installed Grand High Priest of Delaware. We found that the Companions of Delaware were very nice and friendly.

The Ladies went on a tea tour of the magnificent Rockwood Mansion and Gardens.

"New York attend Delaware York Rite ( from left to right)"

Jeff and Carla Williamson, GHP NY Rex & Elvina Long - Right lllustrious Deputy Grand Master Northeastern Region, Sir
Knight Bob Cave, Right Eminent Grand Prelate of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar USA and Lady Lois

M.-.E.-. James Herrington - Outgoing Grand High
Priest for the Grand Chapter of Delaware with
M.-.E.-. Jeffrey M. Williamson — Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter of New York
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Grand Lecturer’'s Convention

On Wednesday, February 17, the 31* Capitular District held its Annual Grand Lecturer’s Convention. There were
27 Companions in attendance, representing all five chapters in the district. This included four of the sitting High Priests.
R\ E\ Jeffrey M. Williamson; Grand King and R\ E\ Richard J. Kessler; Grand Royal Arch Captain were also in
attendance.

The work of the evening was opening and closing, sword work, and the receiving of Grand Visitors. The
Convention was opened by the R\ E\ Lester Weinheimer Ill, DDGHP of 31% District. The work of the evening was
covered by our very able Assistant Grand Lecturer, V\ E\ Gerald T. Coleman.

V\ E\ Coleman was very adept at covering all the recently adopted changes in our ritual, including the sword
work. The Companions received the message of the AGL with enthusiasm. The Officers were glad that they finally had a
definitive answer on many ritualistic questions. Every Chapter was represented during the ritualistic work. The night's
highlight was when our Grand King assumed the role of Grand Visitor. R\ E\ Williamson has since been elected and
installed as our Most Excellent Grand High Priest. He also just happens to be a member of the host Chapter. The
Assistant Grand Lecturer thanked all of the Companions for their cooperation in working through all of the ritual.

Our Grand King stated that V\ E\ Coleman’s work was Grand Lecturer caliber. After the Convention many
Companions stayed around for some more conversation and light refreshments. On behalf of the R\ E\ Weinheimer, |
would like to thank Holy Ark Chapter No. 304 for hosting the convention. The Regional Meeting was set for May 18. East
Aurora Chapter No. 282 will be the host for that program.

As usual in the 31%, there was much banter and light-hearted joking. But the Companions were on task when the
Convention was in progress.

In closing, | can not understate the value of the Grand Lecturer’s Convention. It is imperative that the
Companions attend their local Grand Lecturer’'s Convention. During the course of the next two years, every chapter must
prove its ritual proficiency in opening and closing. Your Chapter Officers will also be informed of the certification process.
The 31* District had a great time while absorbing the lesson of the evening. Go to your convention, have some fun, and
get educated. Remember: A well educated Companion is our best advertisement and a well run meeting is the best way

to keep new Companions.

With Fervency & Zeal

WETSU!
R\ E\ Richard J. Kessler
Regional Officer




International Order of Rainbow for Girls, State of New York

70™ Annual Grand Assembly

The Rainbow Girls of New York held their 70" Annual Grand Assembly Session this past Thursday through Saturday. On
Saturday the Grand Chapter was represented by our Grand Scribe, R\ E\ Michael Dunn and his Lady Dori.

R\ E\ Raymond Roche’ and his wife Carmen were also present. After a delightful lunch (we were exceptionally careful to
keep our elbows off the table) the Rainbow girls installed their 2010 Grand Officers. The Grand Worthy Advisor for 2010,

Miss Samantha O’Brien, has chosen “Reach for New Heights” as her theme for this year and Curious George as her
Mascot.

Pictured from left to right:

R\ E\ Raymond Roche’, Vice Chairman Grand Chapter Masonic Youth Committee

Mrs. Gale Gould, Supreme Deputy for New York, International Order of Rainbow for Girls
Miss Samantha O’Brien, Grand Worthy Advisor 2010, New York State

R\ E\ Michael Dunn, Grand Scribe, Grand Chapter State of New York, RAM




Grand High Priest Reception — Saturday, April 17"

Companions,

Holy Arch Chapter No. 304, cordially and fraternally invite you and your Lady to the reception
for M.-.E.-.Jeffrey M. Williamson, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter State of New York Royal

Arch Masons.

Location: Michael's Banquet Facility
4885 Southwestern Blvd Social Hour with Open Bar and
Hamburg, New York 14075 Hor D’oeuvres begins at 6:00 pm
(716) 649 — 4218 Dinner starts at 7:00 pm

Directions : www.michaelswny.com

Dress Code: Tuxedo or Dark Suit Ladies: Semi-Formal

Main Entrée: Filet of Sirloin and Chicken Alla Michael's Combination Plate served with Chef Salad,
rolls, Grilled Marinated Vegetables, real Mashed Potatoes, Coffee, Tea and Chocolate Mousse. A

Coffee and Pastry station will be available after dinner.

Note: Vegetarian Hot Entrée available upon request.

(716) 947 — 4519 Accomodation information.

CzubajPaul l.
zubajPaul@aol.com http://www.ny-royal-arch.org
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: Full Name with Title: Telephone: :
' |
: Organization: e-mail: |

I
| |
| Lady's Name: Dietary Restrictions: |
' |
' |
I _____ QtyDinner(s) $39.00 per Dinner Total Amount Due: $ |
| |
| |
| Please make mn |
: checks payable to: Erie County Masonic Foundation Hurry ----- |

I
| . . . |
: Mail to: Paul A. Czubaj Time Is running out! |
| 1378 Independence Drive |
| Derby, New York 14047-9550 Go to our website for Hotel :
' |
| |
| |
| |
' |
' |



Meet the Grand Chapter - City Island, NY

On Saturday, March 20, the Grand Chapter held their first ‘Meet the Grand Chapter’, an informative session
intended to both allow the membership to see and talk with the Grand Line, and to promote the exciting initiatives being
kicked off this year. These sessions are intended to set the scene for a number of years. The Progressive Six are all
committed to following through on these initiatives, so the objectives set this year will be pursued consistently in the
coming years.

The previous evening, a most enjoyable and convivial evening was had at the Limerick Inn, Manhattan, where the
Grand Line met with a number of local Companions to break bread in a relaxed and social environment. Our appreciation
is extended to R\ E\ Joseph Quinones who arranged a very relaxing atmosphere.

City Island is a small island in the Bronx, reachable by a causeway and a bridge. Centered on a single road,
which boasts an astonishing number of seafood restaurants, there is no shortage of boatyards or marinas, and the houses
are decked out in a nautical theme, giving the island a distinctly ‘Florida Keys’ feel. Given the balmy weather, many New

Yorkers had ventured out for a pleasant nautical lunch and the island was heaving with tourists and cars.

It was heartening to see the large number of Companions who attended the meeting. Following a traditional

Masonic breakfast of coffee and donuts, we repaired to the top floor lodge room for the meeting. It was a particular treat to
see R\ E\ Ken Fischer present so soon after his major surgery. For the first time this year, the entire Grand Line was
together! Ken was humbled by the overwhelming love of his Companions. The local Districts were well represented, with
Companions, Officers, Assistant Grand Lecturers, and District Deputies from all five Districts.

The morning was opened by R\ E\ Richard Kessler, and an invocation by R\ E\ Mike Dunn, followed by our

Grand High Priest, M\ E\ Jeffrey Williamson taking the stage. Everyone was asked to introduce themselves before

M\ E\ Williamson began the program.



The first duty of the day was a pleasure
both for the Grand High Priest and the
assembled Companions: the Obligation
and Investiture of, R\ E\ Kenneth J.
Fischer, Grand King of the Grand
Chapter, State of New York.

The ceremony was both moving and
intimate, taking place as it did outside of
the usual pomp and ceremony of the
Grand Chapter meeting in Albany, and
being Obligated in front of his closest
friends and Companions was particularly
moving for R\ E\ Ken. Grand High
Priest of 2005, M\ E\ Walter J.
Hilsenbeck was the presiding officer for
the Installation.

For a number of years membership in our Craft has been dwindling, and since the Holy Royal Arch takes its
members from among Master Masons, the York Rite has not escaped this attrition. However, there is a new hope in the
air. Our Grand High Priest was able to attend the Grand Chapter of Brazil recently, and there and in many other places in
the world Royal Arch Masonry is both thriving and growing rapidly. In our own state there are signs that Masonry is once
more attracting the interest of intelligent young men, and there is every reason to hope that we will once again see an
expansion in our numbers. So we must both take a realistic view of the current situation, and build a sound foundation for
the future which will be flexible in meeting the needs of future members, while refocusing us on our basic charitable

principles.

The Grand High Priest gave an entertaining and engrossing slide presentation of the direction of Grand Chapter
and the objectives for the coming years. The details of these are more than adequately covered in the Grand High Priest’s
address. Needless to say, the opportunity to hear them delivered with his personal passion, and to ask questions and
seek clarification was very beneficial for the Companions.



A key point raised was regarding some amendments to the ritual. Since the recent reissue of the updated rituals
in a series of books, it was noticed that the sword work and some of the exchanges between the High Priest and Chapter
Officers at the opening required clarification. In addition, the draping of the altar had been written out. These clarifications
will be emailed to every district.

Two of the most debated subjects were the Chapter Renewal Team (CRT), and Redistricting. R\ E\ Ken Fischer
gave a clear explanation of the function of the CRT and the role of the Grand Chapter in serving the Companions. It was
also explained that the redistricting initiative was to allow Grand Chapter operate more efficiently with the individual
district. The redistricting would result in stronger and more vibrant districts across the jurisdiction. It is very important to

remember that redistricting is for administrative purposes only and does not affect a Chapter’s future growth or prosperity.

The Meet the Grand Chapter event was an outstanding event. Over 40 Companions joined the Grand Line.
Everyone was encouraged to participate in the process. Our Grand High Priest noted that only with such open dialogue,
can we once again regain our prominence and grow. The Grand High Priest’s transparent style of management was

clearly appreciated by all.



Meet the Grand Chapter Seminar — May 15, 2010 — North Syracuse

M\ E\ Jeffrey M. Williamson, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter State of New York Royal Arch Masons invites you
to join him in a “Meet the Grand Chapter” Seminar on Saturday, May 15, 2010 in North Syracuse. The seminar will run
from 9 AM — 12 PM. Doors will open at 8:30. There will be coffee & donuts preceding the seminar. Dress is sport coat

w/ tie or red jacket w/ tie.

Seminar will include presentation from various Grand Chapter committees and the members of the Royal Arch Grand

Line. Important committees and topics will include (but not limited to):

Chapter Renewal Team (CRT)

Major Goals and Objectives of Grand Chapter
Communications and Publications

New Charity Programs

Grand Chapter Web site

Ritual Requirements

Education & Leadership

Redistricting

This Seminar is a “Must” for all Royal Arch Chapter Council Officers, District and Area Leaders as well as any interested

Royal Arch Companion who wants to improve his Chapter and District.

Please contact your District Deputy Grand High Prie st to enroll in the seminar

17" Capitular David P. Robling 315-773-6406
18™ Capitular Keith F. Folger 315-737-7868
19" Capitular Harry J. Frazier 315-947-5165
20™ Capitular David Constable 315-638-7837
21* Capitular Homer A. Burch 607-334-8871
22" Capitular Peter Ditmars 607-387-6878

Seminar Site

May 15, 2010

Memorial Lodge Building
648 Centerville Place
North Syracuse, NY 13212

Seminar Site Contact:
R\ E\ Christian Heberle
Ph. (315) 656-8326
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