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IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::            

92 Years Young Meritorious Companion Award Reminder 

Donation to Masonic Care Community Which Rite is the Right Rite? 

DeMolay Attend Dedication Smiles at the Council of Deliberation 

Donation to Fox Hospital Top of the World 

52 Awarded Scholarships Raymond’s Pond – Outdoor Degrees 

Latest Zerubbabel Award 19th Capitular District – Table Chapter 

 

CCoommppaanniioonn  CCeelleebbrraatteess  9922nndd  BBiirrtthhddaayy                                        RR..··..EE..··..  MMiicchhaaeell  TT..  DDuunnnn  

 On Wednesday, July 7, 2010, R\ E\ Louis Geer, Jr., a Past District Deputy Grand High Priest for the 18th 

Capitular District celebrated his 92nd Birthday!  This joyous event was organized by his Grandson, Companion Matthew 

Watson.  R\ E\ Geer has been a fixture and mentor to countless Masons in the 18th Capitular District and was well known 

across New York State.  In addition to the countless Children, Grand Children and Great Grand Children present there 

were several Royal Arch Masons in attendance, for the celebration including R\ E\ Michael Dunn, Grand Scribe and Past 

DDGHP, R\ E\ Louie Denato and his lovely wife Linda.  In spite of his 92 years R\ E\ Geer is still very sharp and closely 

follows the activities of his Companions.  �  
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R.·.E.·. Michael Dunn – Grand Scribe 

R.·.E.·.Louis Gerr Jr. 

 

 
R.·.E.·.Louis Denato, R.·.E.·.Louis Geer Jr., Linda Denato 
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DDoonnaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  MMaassoonniicc  CCaarree  CCoommmmuunniittyy                            MM..··..EE..··..  JJeeffffrreeyy  MM..  WWiilllliiaammssoonn  

  
On Friday, July 16, 2010 The Grand Chapter State of New York presented a major donation to the Masonic Care 

Community. The following is the presentation comments by the Grand High Priest. 

 

 R\ W\  Deputy Grand Master, R\ W\ William Luley, R\ W\  Donald Darrohn, and Trustees of the Masonic Care 

Community, Brethren, Friends, and Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 The Grand Chapter State of New York, Royal Arch Masons fully realize the importance of the fine ministry this 

wonderful Institution performs every day, not only to bring comfort and relief to our Brethren in distress but to the many 

men and women who are not directly connected with our great Fraternity. 

 To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent upon all men especially Brother Masons who are linked together 

with a “chain of sincere affection”. 

 The lessons of Royal Arch Masonry charge each of us to actuate within us the performance of every duty to 

promote that noble and glorious work of building the Temple of our lives, and in our labors for all mankind. 

 Royal Arch Masons are also charged to help aid and assist members, wives, widows and children of our Order as 

well. To that end the Royal Arch Masons of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York have actively partnered with the 

MMRL and created the Royal Arch Medical Research Foundation and have given approximately 1 million dollars towards 

their great works since its inception, and the Royal Arch Scholarship Program which gives monetary scholarships to 

wives, children, and grand children of our Order. 

 The third jewel of our charitable endeavors is the Assistance of Royal Arch Masons and their Dependents with 

Respiratory and Chronic Diseases of the Lung Fund. Today’s contribution to the Masonic Care Community in the amount 

of $54,000.00 is taken and earnestly given to you from this Fund. 

 It is our pleasure to donate this life giving oxygen equipment for the 320 beds of the Skilled Nursing Facility. On 

behalf of the Royal Arch Masons of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York, we extend our best wishes for your 

continued success and hope that the Masonic Care Community continue to thrive and serve our Masonic Brothers, Royal 

Arch Companions and general society for many years to come. 

 

And May God’s Richest Blessings Be Yours! �  

 
 

 
Plaque on Wall 
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NNeeww  YYoorrkk  DDeeMMoollaayy  AAtttteenndd  DDeeddiiccaattiioonn  aatt  MMaassoonniicc  CCaarree  CCoommmmuunniittyy            RR..··..WW..··..  WWiilllliiaamm  SSaarrddoonnee  

                      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

DDoonnaattiioonn  ttoo  FFooxx  HHoossppiittaall                                                          MM..··..EE..··..  EEddwwaarrdd  SS..  NNeewwsshhaamm  
 

  MM..··..EE..··..Edward Smith Newsham, GHP 1998, shown discussing the adaptor purchased through the Diseases of 

the Lungs Fund for A. O. Fox Hospital. The adaptor will allow Companion and Dr. Kenneth Stalter (right) to view the 

examination on a monitor rather than through an eye-piece. The adaptor will permit the pediadric bronchoscope, which 

was donated to Fox Hospital in 1999 by your Grand Chapter to be connected to the upgraded monitor system.  

 This makes the 4th donation to Fox Hospital from the Grand Chapter.  The Endoscopy nurse, Jeannine Eilertsen, 

is shown along with Dr. Stalter. �  

  

 
 

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the 

State of New York donated the funds needed to 

purchase a new Tubed In Oxygen delivery system 

at the Masonic Care Community in Utica, New 

York using their Diseases of the Lung Charity. 

 

The tubed in system allows for easier oxygen 

delivery to patients at the Care Community.  �  

 

(Left to Right) 

Brother Andrew Cucci – Mohawk Valley Chapter 

M\ E\  Jeffrey M. Williamson – Grand High Priest 

Brother Andrew Roberts – State Master Councilor 
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GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr  AAwwaarrddss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss  ttoo  5522  SSttuuddeennttss                                      

  

 The Grand Chapter, State of New York, Royal Arch Masons presented RAM scholarships in conjunction with the 

Grand Lodge Education Assistance Presentations. 

 The presentations were given to Children and Grand Children of Royal Arch Masons by the Officers of the Grand 

Chapter on July 10, 2010 in Syracuse, and Buffalo; on July 11, 2010 in Rochester, and Utica and July 17, 2010 in New 

York City. 

 Special thanks to RR..··..EE..··.. Larry Barnard, DDGHP of the 1st  Capitular District who represented the Grand Chapter 

at the New York City presentation and to MM..··..EE..··.. David Stoy for his participation and indispensable labor in ensuring the 

success of the program. 

 The members of the Royal Arch Scholarship Aid Fund are MM..··..EE..··.. David Stoy, Chairman, RR..··..EE..··.. John Nealis II, 

MM..··..EE..··.. Edward Newsham and RR..··..EE..··.. Francis K. Wilcox.  

 Applications for next year’s awards can be obtained from your Chapter Secretary or through the Grand Chapter 

Website.  �  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       NNaammee          CChhaapptteerr                     DDiisstt rr iicctt   

1 Basiga, Beverly Americus Orient 138 1st 

2 Stewart, Courtney L. Tabernacle 177 1st 

3 Ruggiero, Amanda Tyrian 219 2nd 

4 Klimpel, Kimberly A. Freeport - Long Island 302 3rd 

5 Parshley, Sara A. Freeport - Long Island 302 3rd 

6 Testut, Kimberly A. Freeport - Long Island 302 3rd 

7 Larsen, Kirsten E. Asharokan 288 4th 

8 Santorello, Drew Suwasset 195 4th 

9 Goldstein, Katie Buckingham-Mohegan 174 6th 

10 Berwin, Andre M. Oneonta 277 11th 

11 Brannan, Megan E. Oneonta 277 11th 

12 Havens, Stephanie N. Oneonta 277 11th 

13 Nealis, Dylan P. Oneonta 277 11th 
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14 Poulin, Carly E. Delaware 251 11th 

15 Chandler, John S. St Georges 157 12th 

16 Chandler, William C. St Georges 157 12th 

17 Lowerre, Megan I. Sacandaga 116 12th 

18 Crossman, Chelsey L. Warrensburgh 325 14th 

19 Grandin, William E. Warren 23 14th 

20 Rabe, Melissa Warrensburgh 325 14th 

21 Rainey, Jennifer K. Warrensburg 325 14th 

22 Jump, Gregory P. Lowville 223 17th 

23 LaVere, Morgan E. Sackets Harbor 68 17th 

24 Stevens, Lee R. Theresa 149 17th 

25 Davis, Katherine E. Darius 144 18th 

26 Denato, Araya L. Oneida 57 18th 

27 Frazier, Stephanie A. Lake Ontario 165 19th 

28 Smith, Krysta Lake Ontario 165 19th 

29 Lapore, Kimberly Washington 29 20th 

30 McCall, John C. Washington 29 20th 

31 McCall, Katilyn E. Washington 29 20th 

32 Milem, Bonna Charles H. Platt 247 20th 

33 Widger, Zachary R. Charles H. Platt 247 20th 

34 Amell, Donald Greene 106 21st 

35 Boyce, Amanda M. Greene 106 21st 

36 Burroughs, Richard J.  Oxford 254 21st 

37 Shearer, Amanda Greene 106 21st 

38 Knorr, Kathleen E. Eagle 58 22nd 

39 Verbridge, Robert A. Wayne 276 24th 

40 Walters, Erika L. Wayne 276 24th 

41 Bradt, Keli M. Western Star 35 29th 

42 Gasbarrini, Jordan N. Western Star 35 29th 

43 Saeger, Abigail M. Orleans 175 29th 

44 Gaskill, Katherine Tonawanda Keystone 71 31st 

45 Murray, Kimberly L. Tonawanda Keystone 71 31st 

46 Richardson, Valerie R.  Ames 88 31st 

47 Spencer, Michelle L. East Aurora 282 31st 

48 Stephens, Brady Tonawanda Keystone 71 31st 

49 Tabares, Staci M. Tonawanda Keystone 71 31st 

50 Zientek, Lauralee East Aurora 282 31st 

51 Nelson, Kelsey E. Western Sun 67 32nd 

52 Petersen, Katherine Gowanda 136  32nd 
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  LLaatteesstt  ZZeerruubbbbaabbeell  AAwwaarrdd    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
                          

�
MMeerriittoorriioouuss  CCoommppaanniioonn  AAwwaarrdd                                                OOffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  GGrraanndd  SSeeccrreettaarryy  

�
Companions, 
  

 I have been asked by the Grand High Priest to remind all District Deputies that each Capitular District is to 

recommend at least one worthy Companion for the Meritorious Companion Award. Each Chapter in your District is entitled 

to recommend one Companion per year for this award. Recommendations are to be made by Resolution of the Chapter. 
  

 The object of the citation is to recognize that Companion who has rendered a real service to Masonry, the 

community or country, or performed an outstanding act of heroism.  Any such Companion with a record of unusual loyalty, 

perseverance, courage and dependability becomes worthy of such a distinction.  This citation is not intended for the High 

Priest or Past High Priest in a chapter, they have already received the highest honor the Chapter can bestow. 
  

 Each Companion recognized by this award is entitled to wear a Meritorious Companion apron which can be 

purchased for $130.00 per apron by contacting the Grand Chapter Office @ (315) 798-4893 or email: 

grandram@aol.com.  This price of $130.00 will be held firm only until the end of this year, after which it will be going up to 

$190.00 each. 
  

 The form is available on the Grand Chapter website under downloads or by contacting the Grand Chapter office. �  
 

Joan Vivacqua 
Office Manager 

Grand Chapter NY RAM 

 
 

On July 17, 2010 the Grand High Priest had the pleasure of presenting a Zerubbabel Award to 

M.·.E.·.John Jones, Grand High Priest 2007.  �  
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GGrraanndd  HHiigghh  PPrriieesstt  AAddddrreessss  aatt  CCoouunncciill  ooff  DDeelliibbeerraattiioonn  ––  JJuullyy  1177,,  22001100  

  

Illustrious Brother Peter J. Samiec, Active Member of the Supreme Council, Deputy for the State of New York, Deputy 

Grand Master, Illustrious Brother Active Members, Illustrious Honorary Members of the Supreme Council, Recipients of 

the Meritorious Service Award, Members and Brothers all: 

 

On behalf of all the members and Grand Line Officers of the Royal Arch Masons, The Cryptic Masons and the Knights 

Templar - I extend to each of our Scottish Rite Brethren, our sincerest greetings and congratulations on your annual 

Council of Deliberations for this 2010 year. I personally thank you, on behalf of my York Rite colleagues for the invitation 

to be here today and to support and participate in these proceedings. 

 

The motto for our Capitular year is “Learning From the Past…Building for the Future”, in keeping with this theme, earlier 

this year… I accepted an invitation to speak at the Western New York Lodge of Research on the York Rite, as the Grand 

High Priest. I came to the meeting to share our history and customs with the Brethren of the Lodge. 

 

What I failed to realize is that the event was billed as a debate between the York Rite and the Scottish Rite! As I finished 

my remarks, the Brother representing the Scottish Rite, (with a gleam in his eye) used terms such as …”my worthy 

opponent”, and … “the others side argues” etc. 

 

This certainly felt a little strange???  

 

Which Rite is the Right Rite? …Indeed! 

 

A perusal of the Masonic luminaries and founding fathers of our Institutions operating in the 1700’s reveal that these men 

were active in Royal Arch, Knight Templers and the Grand Lodge in addition to the Scottish Rite!  

 

Masons like Dewitt Clinton, J.J.J. Gourgas, Jeremy Cross, Giles Fonda Yates, and Daniel Tompkins and on and on all 

dots the New York State landscape in the various bodies of Masonry. 

 

Today, the same situation exists with many of our current Grand York Rite Leaders being active in their respective 

Valleys,  laboring away, conferring degrees and also being honored with the 33rd degree of the Scottish Rite including 

Grand High Priests Hino, Lewis, Trosin, Trust, Renner, Andrews, Harrison, and  Griffith Jones  just to name a few to make 

this example. Past Grand Commander Paul Barrera Jr, is in the August class to receive this wonderful honor.  

 

In juxtaposition, we have Illustrious Brother Harold Aldrich, past Active Member who has presided as Master, High Priest, 

Commander, and Illustrious Master and is also a member of the KYCH!  

 

In this room today we have the following Grand Line Officers from the Grand Chapter State of New York Royal Arch 

Masons: 

·  Michael Dunn - Grand Scribe ·  Richard Kessler - Grand Captain of the Host 

·  Piers Vaughan - Grand Principal Sojourner ·  Bruce Testut - Grand Master of the Second Veil 

·  Paul Czubaj - Grand Sentinel ·  Curtis Montgomery - Grand Historian  
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You heard it stated earlier that I am also a Past Sovereign Prince of the Palmoni Council Princes of Jerusalem located in 

Buffalo, New York and that I try very hard to participate in the 15th and 16th degree whenever I am in town for a Scottish 

Rite Reunion. 

 

So you see… the argument of which Rite is the Right Rite is not really worthy of our consideration! It is like asking a 

mother to decide which son she prefers!  (Even if she did prefer one - she certainly wouldn’t admit it!) 

 

I would encourage each of you to continue to support and enjoy the patchwork Masonic quilt these fine institutions have 

given to us. 

 

Let us learn the lessons each Rite offers in developing our personal philosophy of living. Seeking larger Truths and 

traveling on the road to perfection of our thoughts, words and actions. 

 

Let us continue our inter-dependence between both Rites, working together in harmony, “Learning from the Past and 

Building for the Future”. 

 

May each of you go back to your respective Valleys with renewed focus and energy.  May you enjoy a wonderful Masonic 

year and lastly…May God’s Richest Blessing Be Yours! �  

 

SSmmiilleess  aatt  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  ooff  DDeelliibbeerraattiioonn 
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CCoommppaanniioonn  MMaakkeess  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  TToopp  ooff  TThhee  WWoorrlldd            MM..··..EE..··..  EEddwwaarrdd  SS..  NNeewwsshhaamm  

  

  

  

 

AAnnnnuuaall  OOuuttddoooorr  MM..··..EE..··..  OOssccoo  WW..  PPeetteerrssoonn  MMeemmoorriiaall  DDeeggrreeeess  
 

Raymond’s Pond – Trumansburg, New York 

These Degrees Benefit the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons State of New York Scholarship Fund 

 

Saturday – August 28, 2010             Reservations by: AUGUST 21, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gates open:    10:45 am 

Order of Old Saratoga   12:30 pm 

Mark Master Mason Degree      1:30 pm 

Followed by the Past Master Degree 

LADIES PROGRAM 

Choice of Steak, Barbecue or Marinated Chicken Breasts, Corn Roast, Salt Potatoes, Salads, Liquid refreshments. 
 

DONATION :  $20.00 per prepaid reservation 

Contact 
 

David H. Raymond 
607 – 279 – 7419 

davehraymond@yahoo.com 

At 7:51 am local time on Wednesday, May 22, 2008 Companion and Dr. Kenneth 

D. Stalter of Oneonta Chapter 277 reached the summit of Mount Everest and sat 

on top of the world.  

  

This was Companion Stalter’s third attempt to scale this peak.  His first attempt 

was in 2004 and then a second attempt in 2006. This time the weather was 

perfect with no wind at the summit.  On all three trips he served as the team 

doctor and aided in the treatment of his fellow climbers. He was helpful in some 

life threatening situations on the previous two attempts.  

  

Companion Stalter noted that the ascent of Mount Everest was harder than he 

expected. �  
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