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IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::            

Through the Veil Widows’ Degree 

Companion Honored in 14th CD A Rainy St Johns’ Day 

Royal Arch Minute A Masonic Did You Know 

Grand High Priest visits Vermont  

 

TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  VVeeiill  --  OOnnee  ooff  oouurr  ppiillllaarrss  iiss  nnoo  mmoorree!!  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In 1988, he was appointed Grand Lecturer of Grand Lodge. He also served as the Grand Governor of the York 

Rite Sovereign College for seven years, President and Chairman of the NY Masonic Youth Foundation and President of 

the NY DeMolay foundation for ten years. Throughout his Masonic career he especially enjoyed the opportunity to teach 

the Masonic Ritual and character building.  

 M.·.E.·. Bond led US Masons in raising over three million dollars towards refurbishing the Statute of Liberty and 

presided at the one hundredth anniversary celebration of laying of the Cornerstone of the pedestal.  

 

 A Masonic Service was held on Tuesday, June 22 at the Nelson Funeral Home in Oswego were approximately 

200 Masons were present to honor this faithful servant. �  

 
 

TThhee  OOff ff iicc iiaall   NNeewwsslleett tteerr   ooff     
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 M.·.E.·. and M.·.W.·. Calvin G. Bond (85) of Oswego, passed away the morning 

of Saturday, June 19, 2010 at Seneca Hill Manor. He has moved on to the Celestial 

Lodge above.  He is now under the gentle care of the Grand Architect.  He was born in 

South New Haven on June 8, 1925 and is survived by his wife, Constance, who is in our 

prayers and thoughts.  

 He had a long Masonic career with the local, district and state offices some 

which began with membership in Oswego Lodge No. 127 were he served as Master in 

1954. He served as Grand High Priest of our Grand Chapter in 1070. He went on to 

serve as Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York 1984-1986. 
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 CCoommppaanniioonn  HHoonnoorreedd  iinn  tthhee  1144tthh  CCaappiittuullaarr  DDiissttrriicctt      R.·.E.·.Allan Bryant 

  

 Companions and Masons from all over the jurisdiction converged on Warrensburg Chapter in the 14th Capitular 

District on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 to honor and give thanks to a dedicated Companion.  Maurice E. Richards has 

served as Secretary of Warrensburg Chapter since 1980.  He served as Grand Rep of New Brunswick prior to the 

establishment of the DDGHP structure and also District Deputy Grand Master of the Saratoga Warren District in 1955. 

 Guests included Past Grand Master Neal Bidnick and Past Grand Wardens Bellinger, King and Sullivan.  Also 

Grand High Priests John Jones and Courtland Andrew, Grand Treasurer Aldo Ghirarduzzi and Grand Master of the 1st 

Veil Allan Bryant. The program was open to Companions and Masons alike. �  

  
 
 
  
  
   
  

  

 
DDGHP David Townsend looks over his speech 

while Past Grand Master Bidnick looks on 

 

 
GM1V Al Bryant with Past Grand High Priest 

John Jones 

 
RE Aldo Ghirarduzzi, George Prentiss, Court Andrew, John Jones, and John Patterson HP of Federal 10 

Grand Treasurer Aldo Ghirarduzzi surrounded by Bro Brian Schworm, 
Companion Truman Cox and Fellowcraft Zach Bolton 

 
PJGW Steve King chats with newly obligated Fellowcraft Eric 

Bardin 
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TThhee  RRooyyaall  AArrcchh  MMiinnuuttee        http://www.ny-royal-arch.org 

  
  
ANNO INVENTIONIS 

 

Royal Arch Masons date their year from the date of Discovery, Anno Inventionis. It is found by adding 530 to the current 

year. Thus, 2005 plus 530 = 2535 A.I. or A. Inv.  

 

[Edited by Richard Eades, from Ray V. Denslow’s A Royal Arch Encyclopedia] 

 

 

This Royal Arch Minute was brought to you courtesy of our website. Yes, you too can receive more Light in Masonry by 

just going to our website. In fact, our Grand Chapter has requested that at every Convocation of your Chapter, a Royal 

Arch Minute be read to your Companions as part of the evening’s program.  �  

 

 

WWEETTSSUU  ––  WWEETTSSUU  

 
Final remarks by honoree 

 

 
Guest of Honor Maurice Richards being presented by a 

Secretary Emeritus certificate by AGL Peter Dansen 

 
Grand Master Bidnick and Past Grand High Priest John Jones 

make a presentation 
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KKiillttss  iinn  VVeerrmmoonntt!!                            M.·.E.·.Jeffrey Williamson  
 

 On June 7-9th the Northeastern Masonic Community gathered in Killington Vermont to participate in the 193rd 

Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Vermont.  

 All three York Rite Bodies meet over three days with the Grand Lodge Session held immediately. Our host was 

Most Excellent Russell J. Slora who is the 2009-2010 Grand High Priest.  The hospitality and warmth of the Companions 

of Vermont was most enjoyable! 

 It is well known fact that a large percentage of the Grand Line and Past Grand High Priests of Vermont travel to 

the various conventions adorned in Scottish Kilts. Your Grand High Priest didn’t need too much encouragement to pull his 

kilts out of mothballs and join in the fun! We were again delighted to have several New Yorkers in attendance at the Grand 

Convocation. (See the accompanying photographs).   

 The Grand Chapter meeting revealed many of the same troubling issues that the New York Jurisdiction is facing 

including Chapters that are dysfunctional and need to merge or surrender their warrant and need to downsize the districts 

from six to two!  

 Most Worshipful Thomas Johnston, IV,  Grand Master of Masons of Vermont also reinforced the notion of 

redistricting and shutting down Chapters,  who remarked… that sometimes a tree has to be pruned back in order to regain 

its health so it can exist in the future. 

 There are approximately 18 Chapters and about 725 Royal Arch Masons working in the in the State of Vermont. �  

 
Louis E. Bartrand, General Grand Scribe, Palmer E. 

Martin, General Grand Trustee, Vernon H. 
Huebschman,  General Grand Captain of Host, and Jeffrey 

M. Williamson, Ambassador for New York. 

 
A group “properly attired “ Past Grand High Priests including the Grand Master 

of Vermont. 

 

 
It was a pleasure to have in attendance the following distinguished members of the New 

York Delegation: From Left to Right: 
Lady Jean Cook, RE Robert H. Cook, Emeritus Grand Musician, RE & Rev. Jose 

Valencia and Lady Nan, RE Ron Kamp, Grand Representative Vermont 

 
M.W. Thomas Johnston, IV, Grand Master 
of Vermont addresses the Grand Banquet 
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RRooyyaall  AArrcchh  WWiiddoowwss’’  DDeeggrreeee  aatt  TToonnaawwaannddaa--KKeeyyssttoonnee  CChhaapptteerr  NNoo..  7711         R.·.E.·.Richard J. Kessler  
 

On June 22, 2010, Tonawanda-Keystone Chapter No. 71 held a Royal Arch Widows’ Degree at the Ken-Ton 

Masonic Center.  The degree was preceded by a fabulous dinner, which was coordinated by our High Priest, E.·.Steve 

Eiesenhauer.  Sixty-four Companions and their Ladies were in attendance, including our D.D.G.H.P. for the 31st Capitular 

District, R.·.E.·.Lester G. Weinheimer III.  After dinner, the Companions and Ladies retired upstairs for the festivities of the 

evening.  Fourteen Ladies became Official Royal Arch Widows.   

The degree was directed by V.·.E.·. Gerald Coleman and was presented entirely in costume by the Companions 

of Tonawanda-Keystone Chapter #71.  After the degree was finished, each Lady received her membership card and pin, 

to signify that she indeed was a Royal Arch Widow.  It was a great night, with great food and memories which shall last a 

lifetime. �  

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
 

  

 

 

 

 
VE Gerald Coleman 

 
Men at Work 

 

 
The Degree  

Degree Team 
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AA  RRaaiinnyy  SStt  JJoohhnnss  DDaayy  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AA  MMaassoonniicc  DDiidd  YYoouu  KKnnooww                   W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals – Camden, Ohio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
 

and lots of garlic. The Handwerkers added roast beef sandwiches, hamburgers, and french fries to the menu, and 

"Nathan's Famous Frankfurter & Soft Drink Stand" was launched at Coney Island, a seaside resort area in Brooklyn, New 

York.  

 

One of Nathan Handwerker's innovative promotional tactics was to become deeply embedded in Coney Island culture: the 

Nathan's Fourth of July Hot Dog Eating Contest. The 12-minute contest to see who could eat the most hot dogs began the 

first year Nathan's opened in 1916. Quickly becoming an annual favorite, it drew attention, headlines, and crowds of 

customers. It has become an international contest now.  

  

Brother Nathan Handwerker was a member of Menorah Lodge No. 903, Brooklyn, NY. �  

 
Although it was a cloudy and rainy day, the Grand Chapter came 

prepared to brave the weather. �  

 

 

A Happy 4th Of July to each of you. I am proud to be an American. 

 The 94th annual Nathan's Fourth Of July Hot Dog Eating 

Contest was held on Sunday, July 4th, 2010 in New York. 

 Did you know that Nathan Handwerker was born on June 

14, 1892 and died on March 24, 1974. In 1916, Nathan, a Polish 

immigrant, and his wife, Ida, with a savings of $300, bought an 8-

foot by 25-foot space at the corner of Surf and Stillwell Avenues, 

one block from the beach. Nathan installed walk-up counters in the 

building and hung up big red signs that advertised his five-cent hot 

dogs. Ida, meanwhile, developed a spicy recipe that used all beef 


