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IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::            

Through the Veil 31st Capitular Regional Meeting 

The Royal Arch Minute Tonawanda Keystone - CERTIFIED 

Meet the Grand Chapter - Bergen Royal Arch Charities 

18th Capitular – Table Chapter Grand Chapter of Connecticut 

2nd Capitular Exalts 19 18th Capitular - Grand Lecturer’s Convention 

Western New York High Priest Association Dinner  

 

TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  VVeeiill  
  
 R.·.E.·. Frank Parshley has laid down the working tools of life. He passed to that house not made with hands, 

eternal in the Heavens on Sunday, May 30th. He was a Mason for over 50 years. He was a member of three Lodges, 

serving as Master for South Bay Lodge No. 1145 and Parthenon No. 1101. He also served as Grand Steward for the 

Grand Lodge of New York. He was currently serving as the Brotherhood Fund Chairman for South Bay Lodge. He was 

also a Chapter Dad of Bellmore Assemble, Order of Rainbow for 15 years. 

 Exalted on October 12, 1994, he worked for his Chapter with Fervency and Zeal, becoming High Priest in 2003. 

He was appointed the Grand Representative of Missouri in December of 2009. An article about his commission was part 

of the 3rd issue of this newsletter on February 1, 2010. 

  
TThhee  RRooyyaall  AArrcchh  MMiinnuuttee        http://www.ny-royal-arch.org   
  
ANCIENT 

It is of interest to note that the oldest Chapter in New York State is Ancient No.1, whose date of origin is lost, its records up to 1804 

having been destroyed by fire, but tradition fixes the year as 1763. In 1806, Old Chapter enrolled itself as "Ancient" under the State’s 

Grand Body, accepted number one and was further honored by having its High Priest, James Woods, elected Deputy Grand High 

Priest [C.T. McClenachan].      From Albert G. Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 1917. 

 

This Royal Arch Minute was brought to you courtesy of our website. Yes, you too can receive more Light in Masonry by 

just going to our website. In fact, our Grand Chapter has requested that at every Convocation of your Chapter, a Royal 

Arch Minute be read to your Companions as part of the evening’s program.   

WWEETTSSUU  --  WWEETTSSUU  

 
 

TThhee  OOff ff iicc iiaall   NNeewwsslleett tteerr   ooff     

TThhee  GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr     
SSttaattee  ooff   NNeeww  YYoorrkk  --  RRooyyaall   AArrcchh  MMaassoonnss  

 
http://www.ny-royal-arch.org  
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GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr  CCoommiinngg  ttoo  BBeerrggeenn               M.·.E.·.Jeffrey Williamson  
 

The Grand Chapter State of New York Royal Arch Masons invites you to join them at the “Meet the Grand 

Chapter” Seminar on Saturday, June 19, 2010 in Bergen, New York, home of Le Roy Chapter No. 183. The seminar will 

run from 9 AM – 12 PM.   Doors will open at 8:30.  There will be coffee & donuts preceding the seminar.   

Dress is sport coat w/ tie or red jacket w/ tie. 

 The Seminar will include presentations from various Grand Chapter committees and the members of the Royal 

Arch Grand Line. Important committees and topics will include (but not limited to): 

  
Chapter Renewal Team (CRT)       Communications and Publications 

Education and Leadership Re-districting 

Major Goals and Objectives Ritual Requirements 

New Charity Programs The Grand Chapter Website 

 
 
 This Seminar is a “Must” for all Royal Arch Chapter Council Officers, District and Area Leaders as well as any 

interested Royal Arch Companion who wants to improve his Chapter and District. It is very important that the Companions 

in the West, Central, and Southern Tier attend this event.  

 Companions, remember that this is your chance to meet with the Grand Line, exchange ideas, express your 

concerns, and learn of the new excitement that is sweeping York Rite Masonry in New York State. 

 

The contact for Bergen is R.·.E.·. Garry R. Hutchurson. You can contact him at:  (585) 494-1395     

          ghutchurson@yahoo.com 

You can also contact R.·.E.·. Richard J. Kessler, Education Chair:  (716)   873-0207    
          rj1179@gmail.com 
 

 
May 15, 2010 

Companions from Central New York came to Liverpool to meet with The Grand Chapter State of New York Royal 

Arch Masons. After the presentation by M.·.E.·. Williamson and his Officers, the floor was opened for questions, 

answers and suggestions. Everyone in attendance welcomed the opportunity help design the future of Royal Arch 

Masonry in New York. 

Hesperus Lodge 
Masonic Hall 

 
12 S. Lake Ave  

Bergen, NY 14416 
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1188tthh  CCaappiittuullaarr  DDiissttrriicctt  ––  TTaabbllee  CChhaapptteerr          R.·.E.·.Raymond Roché – High Priest  
 

  When I was informed as High Priest of Doric Chapter No.193 that our Grand Chapter was asking every district to 

have at least one Table Chapter event during the year, I quickly told our District Deputy Grand High Priest, R.·.E.·. Keith 

Folger, that I would volunteer our Chapter for this “VERY DIFFICULT and IMPORTANT ” task. In fact, why not turn it into 

a “Companion Bring a Brother” night in order to let others learn how good it is to “Labor in the Quarries” of Capitular 

Masonry. 

So how do you plan such an event? 

Step 1  Find a date - How about the last meeting before our summer break?   June 8, 2010 - Great! 

 

Step 2  Find a Companion willing to take charge of the food – Well I did not even have to ask him, Companion  

  Larry Chandler, who just happens to be Junior Warden for his Lodge, Sconondoa-Sherrill Lodge No.193,  

  quickly  stepped up. 

 

Step 3  Go to the Grand Chapter website and download the Table Chapter program. This took about 2 minutes. 
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From Your Editor 
 

REMEMBER:   WHO?    WHAT?  WHERE?  WHY?  WHEN? 

 

Send all digital photos and electronic articles to Jeff Williamson – york.rite@hotmail.com 

 

REMEMBER:   Help spread the word, go to  http://www.ny-royal-arch.org in order to subscribe to this Newsletter 

Step 4 - Make sure everyone knows – 

Companion Red Burkett, our Secretary took 

care of that, he included it in our letters and 

emails to our companions throughout the 

district. We also made sure it was mentioned 

by each High Priest in the four Chapters in our 

District. 

 

Step 5 - Set up the Dining room. We used red 

and white table cloths from the Dollar Store. 

 

Step 6 - Ensure that we are well stocked with 

all forms of POWDER.  

 

Step 7 - Smile as everyone enjoys the 

Fellowship of the evening.  

 
Seven Steps to a Successful Table Chapter 

Results - a memorable evening and a new application for 
membership 
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SSeeccoonndd  CCaappiittuullaarr  DDiissttrriicctt  EExxaallttss  1199                            R.·.E.·.Ralph K. Archangel – DDGHP 
 
 
 The Second Capitular District took another big step in their revitalizing efforts on the evening of Monday, June 7th 

2010 at the Daniel Tompkins Masonic Hall, Staten Island N.Y. 

 With the collective support of all three Chapters present, Tyrian No. 219 (the host Chapter), Nassau No. 109 and 

Bay-View Flatbush No. 298 in addition to visiting Chapter Phoenix No. 2, nineteen (19) Companions were Exalted to 

the Most Sublime Degree of the Holy Royal Arch ! 

 Welcome support was also provided by the presence of several Grand Chapter Officers of note: 

R.·.E.·.Wainright McKenzie, Grand Chaplin, R.·.E.·.Piers Vaughan, Grand Principal Sojourner, R.·.E.·.Cyril Francis, Grand 

Royal Arch Captain, R.·.E.·.Bruce Testut, Grand Master of the Second Veil and yours truly, R.·.E.·.Ralph Archangel, 

District Deputy Grand High Priest for the Second Capitular District. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWeesstteerrnn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  HHiigghh  PPrriieesstt  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  DDiinnnneerr                           R.·.E.·.Richard J. Kessler 

  
On Saturday, May 8, the Western New York High Priest Association held its 28th annual Royal Arch Charity 

Dinner. This year it was held at the Holiday Inn in Batavia. Our Grand Sentinel. R\ E\  Paul Czubaj is President of the 

Association. Paul also served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. 

The evening started off with a social hour which was followed by a buffet dinner. Grand Chaplain, R\ E\  Rev. 

Charles Lee “The Rookie” served as Chaplain for the evening. Our guest speaker for the evening was R\ E\  Michael 

Dunn. Mike is currently the Grand Scribe and also the Co- Chairman of the Royal Arch Charity Committee. R\ E\  Dunn 

spoke of the many changes the committee has undertaken this year. He highlighted the new incentive program as well as 

the new Zerubbabel Award.   

The Grand Scribe received a total of $2200 in donations and an additional $600 from dinner for a total of $2800.  

He thanked everyone on behalf of Royal Arch Charities for their generous donations, and is looking forward to a return 

engagement. 

  

 

The evening radiated with excitement 

and great anticipation from all those 

present who have made their journey to 

become Royal Arch Masons. At the 

conclusion of the evening, each newly 

exalted companion received a Grand 

Chapter lapel pin presented by 

R.·.E.·.Cyril Francis. 

 

The evening gradually came to a close 

over an appetizing collation, pleasant 

greetings and a full measure of Royal 

Companionship! 
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3311sstt  CCaappiittuullaarr  DDiissttrriicctt  ––  RReeggiioonnaall  MMeeeettiinngg       R.·.E.·.Lester Weinheimer III – DDGHP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 R\ E\  Richard J. Kessler, Grand Captain of the Host conducted the meeting portion of the evening.  R\ E\  

Kessler covered the many programs of Grand Chapter.  Many of the topics touched on the “Meet the Grand Chapter” held 

throughout the state. He also discussed the importance of establishing a district wide calendar to further strengthen our 

York Rite presence in Western New York   

The ritual requirements were also discussed.  The Companions seemed to enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of 

holding a meeting in the dining room.  There was also some discussion on the proposed re-districting plans by Grand 

Chapter.  R\ E\  Kessler stressed that Grand Chapter’s effort are to assist the individual Chapter.  He noted the districts 

concerns and promised to present them to the Grand Line. 

The meeting ended with some more socializing and each High Priest listing all of his summer events.  It was an 

outstanding evening for Royal Arch Masonry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On May 28th, East Aurora Chapter No. 282 hosted the 31st 

Capitular District’s Regional meeting.  There were over 30 Companions in 

attendance, covering every Chapter in the district, including four sitting 

High Priests. 

 The evening started off with a steak dinner prepared by the 

Companions of East Aurora Chapter.  E\  Russell McGregor, current 

High Priest was great in his Chef’s hat.  Along with dinner, the 

Companions were served wine, by Companion Thomason.  Companion 

Mike Zientek topped off the dinner with a homemade dessert.  I want to 

thank the efforts of Companions John Evans, Dave Thomason, Tom Beck 

and Russ Barber for their outstanding work. The dining room has never 

looked better and the meal that was prepared received many 

complements. In true Masonic fashion, nobody went home hungry. 
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TToonnaawwaannddaa  KKeeyyssttoonnee  --  CCEERRTTIIFFIIEEDD                              R.·.E.·.Richard J. Kessler 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The floor work was very good although the sword work was inconsistent and needs to be worked on.   The 

presentation was of a standard that would encourage a Companion to become active. All signs were given and received 

in accordance with the adopted ritual. The Companions of Tonawanda Keystone are extremely proud of its ritualistic work.  

The Officers and members take great pride in being a leading force in Capitular Masonry. 

It was a very busy evening at Tonawanda Keystone. Our DDGHP also had his Official Visit that evening. He 

inspected the books and gave the Grand High Priest’s message. R\ E\ Lester G. Weinheimer was first treated to a dinner 

at the Hide Away, a local restaurant to kick off the evening. There were eleven Companions in attendance.  

After all the labors of the evening were completed, assortments of pies were served to all. We can definitely say 

that Tonawanda Keystone Chapter should be proud of the work they continue to do. 

 

RRooyyaall  AArrcchh  CChhaarriittiieess  ––  TThhee  NNeeww  RReewwaarrddss  PPrrooggrraamm  aanndd  tthhee  ZZeerruubbbbaabbeell  SSoocciieettyy  
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 The second new program we want to share with you is the creation of the Zerubbabel Society. Any Companion 

who joins will receive a distinctive jewel that he can proudly wear in his Chapter along with his apron and regalia. This 

jewel will be bestowed to you in your Chapter or at Grand Chapter as you wish. This jewel will be immediately given to 

any Companion who pledges a minimum of $100.00 per year for 10 years ($1000 total). You may choose to donate the 

full $1000.00 earlier if desired.  

 You can get more information about both these programs by going to our website. Here you will find a printable 

PowerPoint presentation which pictures all gifts available to you in appreciation of your donations. You can also download 

the form needed in order to join The Zerubbabel Society. 

 

http://www.ny-royal-arch.org  

 On May 25, Tonawanda Keystone Chapter No. 71 from the 31st 

Capitular District proved their ritualistic proficiency in opening and closing. 

The ritual was witnessed by the V\ E\  Dennis Januchowski; Assistant 

Grand Lecturer, R\ E\  Lester Weinheimer III; DDGHP, and R\ E\  

Richard J. Kessler; Grand Captain of the Host.   

The ritual was performed entirely by members of the Chapter; all 

but two were the installed officers. The opening and closing followed the 

standard ritual as approved by the Permanent Members of Grand 

Chapter. The interchange between the High Priest and Captain of the 

Host was exceptional. Their proficiency seemed to carry down to the rest 

of the officers. 
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GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  CCoonnnneeccttiiccuutt                                          M.·.E.·.Jeffrey Williamson 
 

 The Grand High Priest and his Lady visited the combined Grand Chapter/Grand Council sessions which were 

held on June 4-5, 2010 in Rocky Hill, Connecticut.  M.·.E.·. Louis Bartrand, the Right Excellent Grand Scribe of General 

Grand International, was the official representative who traveled all the way from Washington State to be in attendance 

this weekend. 

 The Grand Banquet was held on Friday night with all awards from both bodies being presented. The Grand 

Chapter met on Saturday in the morning, had Installation of Officers and after lunch the Grand Council met in the 

afternoon and Installed their Officers as well.  It was interesting to note that the Installation of Officers was essentially the 

same as the Grand Chapter of New York's tiled Installation with the Grand High Priest kneeling at the Altar and the 

balance of the officers standing behind him at the sign of fidelity. 

 During the Royal Arch Session, the Grand Chapter awarded an "Ephraim Kirby Medal".  It begged a little 

research on my part so I am pleased to offer the following comments on one of our founding fathers of General Grand 

Chapter.  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Connecticut Grand High Priest Paul L. Chello receives a 

mini-gavel from ME Robert Benson of Delaware. 

 
Most Excellent John Mellor, the outgoing Grand High Priest 

of Connecticut with the M.·.E.·.Jeffrey M.  Williamson 

 M.·.E.·. Kirby was the First General Grand 

High Priest of Royal Arch Masons in America from 

1798-1804. Kirby was born in 1757. He quit Yale to 

serve in the Revolutionary War. He was 5 ft 6 inches 

tall, with brown hair and a dark complexion. He served 

in the Battle of Bunker Hill and served in 17 

engagements and was wounded 13 times. He enlisted 

as a Private and ultimately became a Colonel in the 

17th Militia Regiment. 

 He was made a Mason in 1781, he was 

elected Grand Junior Deacon and Grand Junior 

Warden in 1791-95, and Grand Senior Warden in 

1796-97. He also sat as Deputy Grand Master Pro-Tem 

in 1801. 

 He was elected Grand High Priest of the Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern States of America 

on January 26, 1798 by the delegates of nine Chapters 

of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut and New 

York. His recorded Mark was a hand holding a pair of 

Scales in even balance. 

 He was a lawyer, and acquired several 

business interests. He was a co-sponsor of the first 

temperance society. He was active in politics and an 

elected member of the General Assembly. Under 

President Jefferson he was appointed a Commissioner 

and later a Judge on the Spanish boundary in the land 

between Louisiana and Florida. While there, he fell sick 



 

 
SSUUPPPPOORRTT  OOUURR  RROOYYAALL  AARRCCHH  CCHHAARRIITTIIEESS                        8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

GGrraanndd  LLeeccttuurreerr’’ss  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  ––  1188tthh  CCaappiittuullaarr                                                   R.·.E.·.Raymond Roché 
 

 

 On Thursday, June 10, 2010, the 18th Capitular District checked off another item on our list to grow Capitular 

Masonry in Central New York. On this night, Oneida Chapter No. 57 hosted our Assistant Grand Lecturer V.·.E.·. Dennis 

Davis for a well attended evening of instruction and fellowship. The convention was opened by R.·.E.·.Keith Folger, 

District Deputy Grand High Priest. In attendance were Companions from all four of our Chapters.  

 As some have noticed from past issues of this newsletter, the EIGHTEENTH has exalting a large number of new 

Companions throughout the year. While we are very proud of this, we are also very cognizant of the need to ensure that 

we are not just bringing them in and then letting them fall by the wayside. We made a promise to them when they joined, 

that we would be there for then in their quest for more LIGHT IN MASONRY.  

Well, they are attending meetings, they are practicing and they are learning. 

What more can we ask of our new Companions? 
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M.·.E.·. Edmund Harrison, the Right Ex. Grand King of 

General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International, 

 

Lady Moira Bartrand and M.·.E.·. Louis Bartrand, the Right 

Ex Grand Scribe of General Grand Chapter Royal Arch 

Masons International. 

 

  

and died on October 20, 1804. He was accorded a Masonic 

Funeral Service. His grave was marked by a wooden marker 

which was later destroyed in a forest fire.  

 In 1953, The Grand Chapter of Alabama erected a 

monument within two miles of the general location of his grave. 

In 1944 The Grand Chapter of Connecticut established the 

Ephraim Kirby Citation for  Meritorious Service . It is given 

for outstanding service in Masonry, his community and his 

usual vocation. The award is not intended to be given to those 

who already have honors, but rather to those who unselfishly 

devote time and zeal to the welfare of Chapter and Masonry. 

 After the session, most of the visiting dignitaries spent 

the next day traveling north, enjoying the various stores and 

shops along the way to the Grand York Rite in Vermont. 


