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IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::            

20th Capitular District Annual Scholarship Dinner Annual Memorial Degrees – Raymond’s Pond 

NYRAM News adds Brazilian Correspondent Loyal Order of the Yellow Dog 

Grand High Priest Visits New Hampshire Cedars Chapter UD – Royal Arch Masons 

Ladies of the Line Welcome New Member  

 

2200tthh  CCaappiittuullaarr  DDiissttrriicctt  --  AAnnnnuuaall  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  AAiidd  FFuunndd  DDiinnnneerr                            R.·.E.·.David D. Constable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TThhee  OOff ff iicc iiaall   NNeewwsslleett tteerr   ooff     

TThhee  GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr     
SSttaattee  ooff   NNeeww  YYoorrkk  --  RRooyyaall   AArrcchh  MMaassoonnss  

 
http://www.ny-royal-arch.org  

0066  //  0011  //  22001100                                                                                                                                                        22336600  AA..II..                                                                                                                VVooll ..  0033  ––  IIssssuuee  2211  

 

 

 

On Saturday, May 15th, the 20th Capitular District held 

their Annual Charities Banquet at the Comfort Inn and 

Suites located in North Syracuse. During the evening 

our Grand High Priest, M.·.E.·. Jeffrey M. Williamson 

was presented with $4,336.00 in donations for our 

Royal Arch Scholarships. The attendees included eight 

Grand Line members and their ladies along with 

Companions and their ladies from our District. 

Excellent Companion Dr. John Covell our District 

Charities Chairman served as Master of Ceremonies. 

Our Grand High Priest spoke on the importance of the 

Royal Arch and our continued support of the Royal 

Arch Charities, the Zerubbabel Society, our 

Scholarships program and the Medical Research Lab. 

The appointment of Dr. John Covell to the Respiratory 

and Chronic Diseases of the Lungs Committee was 

announced.  
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The Zerubbabel Society increased it's membership 

by four more members, V.·.E.·.Leonard J. Jensen, 

Companion Charles Blood of Central City, E.·.Dr. John B. 

Covell of Charles H. Platt and R.·.E.·. Raymond Roché 

from Doric Chapter in Vernon. 

 

We thank everyone for attending and making this event worthy of Grand Honors.The 20th Capitular District 

Companions extend their right hand in friendship and brotherly love. 
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NNYYRRAAMM  NNeewwss  aaddddss  BBrraazziilliiaann  CCoorrrreessppoonnddeenntt             R.·.E.·. Raymond Roché  
  

Companions, I recently received the following e-mail from Brazil. 

 

Congratulations for the outstanding job with the Newsletter of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of New 

York. It's wonderful to know our fellows Companions of the State of New York and their wives and families. It's also good to 

see Companions that visit and aid the Brazilian Grand Chapter in its path: M.·.E.·.Ted  Harrison; M.·.E.·.Jeffrey Williamson; 

M.·.E.·.David Goodwin and many others.  Thanks for the news, we appreciated that. 

 

 With fervency and zeal, 

 Christian Farias Santos - Grand Scribe 

 Grand Chapter of Brazil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please feel free to use my email and picture. In the next months I will inform what's going on in Brazil. Brazilian Companions 

 have a great connection with New York Companions - well as a matter of fact I am corresponding member of Thomas Smith 

 Webb Chapter of Research - I loved the Transactions 2010. 

 

 Thank you, 

 

 Christian Farias Santos - Grand Scribe 

 Grand Chapter of Brazil. 

 

 
 

"If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to  hear it, does it make a sound? " 

is a philosophical riddle that raises questions regarding observation and knowledge of 

reality. 

With all the work we are doing? Lets make some NOISE about it! 
 

Have you seen an article about the last Capitular degree that you  attended?  

Ask yourself  " Why not? " 
 

SSuubbmmiitt  yyoouurr  aarrttiicclleess  ttoo  ::      yyoorrkk..rriittee@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm  

 

After thanking him for his praise, I of course took the 

opportunity to ask R.·.E.·. Christian Farias Santos if he would 

allow us to use his email in the NYRAM News ( I am always 

looking for material ) and that we just happen to have a 

picture of him and his wife taken by our Grand High Priest 

during his trip to Brazil last year. I also asked him to keep us 

informed about what is happening in the Brazilian Grand 

Chapter.  
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GGrraanndd  HHiigghh  PPrriieesstt  VViissiittss  NNeeww  HHaammppsshhiirree                                                                                  M.·.E.·. Jeffrey M. Williamson  
 

   

On May 7, 2010 the Grand High Priest and his lady 

had the pleasure of visiting the Grand Chapter State 

of New Hampshire. The event was held in the 

Manchester Masonic Temple in Manchester, New 

Hampshire. 

 

This jurisdiction, though small in numbers (less than 

200 members) is great on hospitality! As typical of 

the Northeastern District - this was a triple York Rite 

weekend with all of the bodies meeting over one 

weekend. 

 

The Most Worshipful C. Wayne Libby, Jr. attended 

the sessions and remarked on the wonderful 

increase in membership that is occurring in New 

Hampshire. They sponsored an Open House type 

program in their Lodges and they had over 900 

people come to the temples to see what 

Freemasonry is all about!  

 

After the main banquet the attendees were directed 

back into the Lodge room to witness a magical light 

show on the ceiling of the lodge room. The room was 

outfitted by a Masonic widow in 1936 into a Greek 

Parthenon type setting. The ceiling was painted sky 

blue with white fluffy clouds. Over the next six 

minutes the sun magically set in the west, went to a 

full starry decked canopy, then to a rising sun in the 

east and then returning back to a noon day setting! 

The special effects were simply spectacular given the 

1936 technology!  

 

 
The Grand High Priest was delighted to greet RE Robert H. 

Cook, is "Grand Musician Emeritus" for The Grand Chapter 

State of NY as well as a Past Grand Commander of Knights 

Templar of the State of New York. Bob continues his second 

career as the Grand Musician for all of the York Rite bodies in 

New Hampshire as well! Way to go Bob! 

 
ME John S. Geas, the current GHP New Hampshire serving his 

second year, with ME Williamson 

 
Marsha and SK Jim MacConnell new Grand Commander Knights 

Templar State of New York 
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TThhee  LLaaddiieess  ooff  tthhee  LLiinnee  GGrreeeett  NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerr                                                                                     R.·.E.·. Raymond Roché  
  

On Saturday, May 15th, just prior to the start of the 20th Capitular District’s Annual Charities Banquet, Lady Carla 

Williamson and several Ladies of the Line welcomed their newest member, Lady Patience Vaughan, mother of our Grand 

Principal Sojourner, R.·.E.·.Piers A. Vaughan.  During the ceremony, Lady Carla presented her with her official Grand Line 

Ladies Pin. 

 

 

  

 

 
RE Donald R. Magill, Grand Representative New Hampshire, of 

Johnson City has attended this York Rite Session for many 

years extending companionship to the Companions of New 

Hampshire. Congratulations on a great job! 

 
Lady Marci and Sir Knight David Dixon Goodwin, MI Rex and 

Lady Alvina Long and ME Jeff and Lady Carla Williamson 

 
From Left to Right : Lady Debbie Testut, Lady Carmen Roché, Lady 

Carla Williamson, Lady Dori Dunn, Lady Joanne Kessler and Lady 

Patience Vaughan (sitting) 



 

 
SSUUPPPPOORRTT  OOUURR  RROOYYAALL  AARRCCHH  CCHHAARRIITTIIEESS                        6 

LLooyyaall  OOrrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeellllooww  DDoogg                                           M.·.E.·. Bruce Widger  
 An active Kennel of the LOYAL ORDER OF THE YELLOW DOG resides in Skaneateles with the Charles H. Platt 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. Besides the goal of introducing Masonic Brothers into its Order, the Skaneateles Kennel 

supports the Royal Arch Masonic Scholarship Fund with all monies received. 

 Membership in the Loyal Order is lifetime for the token amount of only five dollars. The Order exemplifies three 

fundamental principles, namely friendship, fidelity and fun, commonly referred to as the three F’s. The most exciting factor 

being fun, which begins with initiation. 

 The Officers and Members of the Loyal Order are willing, even anxious, to travel to Lodge, Chapter or other 

Masonic gatherings to confer membership upon aspiring Brothers. A minimum of ten aspirants is requested. Those 

considering inviting the Kennel should do so in the near future. Word has returned that membership is under priced and 

should be doubled. The Kennel Officers are agreeable to this potential which would increase support for the Scholarship 

Fund. 

 

For further information contact: 

 

Bruce Widger  

11 Flower Lane, Marcellus, NY 13108 

315-673-9142  

 

drbwwidger@windstream.net 

 

 
Editorial comments from the Grand High Priest:  

 

As your Grand High Priest I am personally testifying that the Yellow Dog as conferred by Grand Master Widger is a fun 

and frivolous ceremony. There is nothing therein contained which any Mason would find offensive or vulgar. I along with 

most of the Grand Line received the Yellow Dog in Syracuse in May of 2010, and we can all substantiate that this does 

not resemble any other Yellow Dogs that have been reported to us in the past. We wholly endorse this Yellow Dog and 

encourage Chapters to use it as a fund raiser for our charities.  

Jeffrey M. Williamson   

Grand High Priest  
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AAnnnnuuaall  OOuuttddoooorr  MM..··..EE..··..  OOssccoo  WW..  PPeetteerrssoonn  MMeemmoorriiaall  DDeeggrreeeess  
 

Raymond’s Pond – Trumansburg, New York 

These Degrees Benefit the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons State of New York Scholarship Fund 

 

Saturday – August 28, 2010             Reservations by: AUGUST 21, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EEddiittoorr’’ss  NNoottee                    R.·.E.·. Raymond Roché  
  

  

 In issue number 18 of this newsletter, we reported on the historic event which our Grand Chapter was part of 

during the weekend of April 30 – May 1st, when Brothers from the District Grand Lodge of Syria-Lebanon of the Grand 

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York received all four degrees of Capitular Masonry - which 

culminated in our Grand High Priest receiving a petition to form a new Royal Arch Chapter to be situated in Beirut, 

Lebanon. 

 In the following pages, we are bringing you an article written by E.·. Razmig Djinbachian, High Priest of the new 

Cedars Chapter UD. I am sure that you too will be moved by this article. His enthusiasm as expressed by his words and 

his promise that all our new Companions in Lebanon will labor in the Quarries, demonstrates to all that Royal Arch 

Masonry will grow there as it has been growing in New York, the United States, and the World. 

  

 

 

 

 

Gates open:    10:45 am 

Order of Old Saratoga   12:30 pm 

Mark Master Mason Degree      1:30 pm 

Followed by the Past Master Degree 

LADIES PROGRAM 

Choice of Steak, Barbecue or Marinated Chicken Breasts, Corn Roast, Salt Potatoes, Salads, Liquid refreshments. 
 

DONATION :  $20.00 per prepaid reservation 

Contact 
 

David H. Raymond 
607 – 279 – 7419 

davehraymond@yahoo.com 
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 In 1923, The Grand lodge of F&AM of the State of New York established their first Lodge in Lebanon. In 1953 The 

District Grand Lodge of Syria-Lebanon was constituted and it became the only extraterritorial Jurisdiction of the Grand 

Lodge outside the State of New York. Today the District Grand lodge consists of ten Lodges working in four Languages 

and holding six hundred Master Masons.  

 It was long planned that in due time, the District Grand Lodge of Syria-Lebanon shall establish Royal Arch 

Chapters in Lebanon working under the Grand Chapter of the State of New York RAM. 

 Accordingly the Leadership of the District Grand Lodge found the circumstances favorable to establish 

comprehensive dialogue with the Grand Chapter State of New York. This yielded fast results and it was convened that a 

number of Master Masons from Lebanon will travel to New York in order to be exalted to the degree of the Holy Royal 

Arch and petition immediately for a first Charter of a Chapter in Lebanon under the name of the “Cedars Chapter ”. 

 The Constitution Chapter Number 140,  offered all administrative formalities and logistics to enable the 

Lebanese Brethren to go through the four degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and The Holy 

Royal Arch in due and ancient form. 

 On April 29, 2010 Eighteen Lebanese Brethren traveled to New York and in two long nevertheless memorable 

days they were exalted to the Holy Royal Arch degree by solemnly traversing the veils on the evening of May 1, 2010.    

On The same day also, on May 1, 2010, M.·.E.·. Jeffrey M. WILLIAMSON  Grand High Priest of The Grand Chapter State 

of New York RAM in the presence of M.·.E.·. Edmund D. HARRISON  Right Excellent General Grand King of the General 

Grand Chapter of RAM International, granted a Dispensation to form the “Cedars Chapter UD” in Lebanon  under the 

leadership of the newly anointed High priest of the Same Excellent Companion Razmig DJINBACHIAN . 

 Between April 30 and May 1, during two days, we witnessed a celebration of fervency and zeal wholeheartedly 

committed by tens of Companions of three Chapters in New York. Officers of the Constitution Chapter 140, the Americus 

Chapter 138 and the Ancient Chapter 1 performed from memory hours of Ancient rituals and the lectures of the degrees. 

While the Rituals where wonderful, the floor work together with the implements and instruments of the four degrees were 

used in an exemplary form.  

 What stroke us most was the humility and modesty of the Brethren performing the degrees and their eagerness to 

assist and teach. The role model for such fraternal spirit was the leader of Royal Arch Masonry in New York the Most 

Excellent Grand High Priest our dear Companion, M.·.E.·. WILLIAMSON . He was so helpful, forthcoming and generous 

that we were convinced that his soul was truly knitted with golden threads worthy of the Divine. 

Cedars Chapter UD 
Royal Arch Masons 

 

Constituted and Established  
In Lebanon  

On May 1st, 2010 
 

Working under 
 

The Grand Chapter 
of the State of New York 

Royal Arch Masons  
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 Then what to say about M.·.E.·. HARRISON, Right Excellent General Grand king of the General Grand Chapter 

International. With his immeasurable Knowledge and supreme spirit of stewardship, this Transformational Leader truly 

transcended the world of men with his will to serve and his resolve for change.   

 A word about Right Excellent Alvaro QUIROGA-SANCHEZ who is the secretary of the Constitution Chapter 140, 

our dear Companion Al served from his heart; and what a warm and gentle breast this great exemplar of Royal Arch 

Masonry has indeed. 

 We express our earnest appreciation toward companions Bill THOMAS and Bill VASSILY for their timely counsel 

and guidance. 

 We also offer our deepest recognition towards Right Excellent Companion M.·.W.·.Vincent LIBONE , Grand 

Master of Masons in the State of New York for his wise overseeing and strong support of our honorable deed.  

 Last but not least our deepest thanks are extended to all New York Chapters which donated Aprons, jewels and 

other tools and instruments to our newly born Chapter in Lebanon. 

 

My dear Companions, 

 

By December of 2010 we shall labor to prove suitable proficiency in our work and accordingly become eligible to receive a 

Historic Charter from the Grand Chapter State of New York RAM which shall be an unprecedented event indeed, since it 

shall be the first one to be granted for a Chapter of New York Royal Arch Masons to operate outside the State of New 

York.  

Thereafter, we shall thrive and prosper in the territory of Syria-Lebanon endeavoring to climb steadily and steadfastly the 

golden steps of Royal Arch Masonry. 

 

With fervency and zeal, 

E.·. Razmig DJINBACHIAN , High Priest 

Cedars Chapter UD Royal Arch Masons, Lebanon 

Grand Chapter State of New York RAM 

 

 


